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College as PHYSICIANS, 


And to the 


| Univerſities of oe and e, &, 5 


Celan. 


81 cannot * my ſelf Gomuler 3 in re- 
marking the great lacs of Practi- 
tioners in Phyſick without any proper 
Warrant for writing Preſcriptions, I 
ſhall make no Apology for this my Addreſs and 
Requeſt to your learned Bodies, that you would no 
longer ſtand as unconcerned Spectators of this 
growing Evil, but that you would vigorouſly ex- 
ert yourſelves in a ſtrict Examination of every 
one's Pretenſions, and apply ſuch Remedies, as 

may efectually reſtrain thoſe who have no Right 
by the Laws of the Land to exerciſe the Profeſſion 
of Phyſick-: for if theſe intruding Pretenders are 
much longer permitted to practiſe under the Co- 
Jour of irregular Licenſes — ſurreptitious Diplo- 
mas, the Faculty will become irneparabiy deſpi⸗ 


e as it is ton much ſo 3 in the * 
a 


[ 2 1 
2 diſcerning Part of Mankind, for this very 


EReaſon. 
*Tis for you, Cs, to cure "(what I only 


remind you of) a Diſeaſe #00 long neglected ; : 
for I dare ſay, were but half a ſcore of theſe irregu- 
lar Practitioners to feel your juſt Reſentment, the 
_ reſt would foon fhun the Light, and betake them- 
ſelves to other Realms, or other Occupations : — 
and certainly a more acceptable Piece of Service than 
this never was, nor can be done for the common 
Welfare. 
© $ ſenſible of this was the Government in the 
Reign of King James the Firſt, that (as Dr. 
Goodall recites in his Hiſtory of the College of Phy- 
ſicians) a Warrant was ſent down from. the Privy 
Council, ſtrictly enjoining all Magiſtrates to take 
up every irregular Practitioner, and to cauſe them 
to be examined by proper Judges, that it might 
be diſcovered how far they were qualified to be en- 
truſted with the Lives of his Majeſty's Subjects. — 
Some Years after which, the King himſelf ſent his 
Letters both to the Preſident of the College of Phy- 
ficians, as well as to the Lord Mayor and Alder- 
men of the City of London, of the like Import, 
viz. to ſuppreſs all unlicenſed Practitioners, and 
that the Preſident ſhould puniſh them according to 
the Power and Authority that the King himſelf 
had granted. In the mean time, till it ſhall 
pleaſe the College of Phyficians and the Univerſi- 
ties to exert, on theſe Occaſions, the Power grant- 
ed to both their Societies, it may not be amiſs if I 
ſhould tranſcribe a few Clauſes of your reſpective 
Charters, that thoſe who have never ſeen theſe 
Charters, nor the Acts by which the Royal Con- 
ceſſions therein granted have been made * eſta- 
bliſhed as ſo many Statute Laws, may not plead 
[once either. of the Neceſſiry of being Feld 
icenſe 
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licenſed, (if upon an 3 8 they are 
found qualify'd) or of the Penalty they Incur .of 
practiſing contrary to. the Laws of the Land, 5 
To this purpoſe then, among many other Pri- 
vileges and Immunities granted to the Royal Col- 
lege of Phyſicians in Landon, which it is leſs mate- 
ro to enumerate in this place, 1 find theſe follow- 
g (more + lating: 19.5 Tg N in 
hand) enacted, 205 94015 705 


I. That no Perſon 1 to 1 Phy ſick 
within the City of London, and ſeven Miles — 
cent, without Licenſe from the College, under the 
Penalty and Forfeiture of Ten Pounds per Month 
during the Time of ſuch Practice, with Impriſon- 
ment *cill ſuch Sum or Sums are paid as aforeſaid. 
2. That no Perſon do preſume to practiſe in any 
Part of the Kingdom, except Graduates at Oxford 
or Cambridge, under Penalty of Five Pounds per 
Month, with Impriſonment ſtill as before. 
3. That whoever ſhall adminiſter any dangerous 
Drug or Medicine, whereby Life may be endan- 
ger'd, ſhall likewiſe forfeit Ten Pounds, and be 
impriſon'd fourteen Days or EW, 10 ſuch Fines is 
latisfy*d. 7 


\ Theſe are ſome of the many L which 
have been granted to this Illuſtrious Body; and 
when ſome refractory Perſons (as I find there have 
been many have ſtood the Conteſt with them) the 
College, 1 perceive, has ſtill juſtified their Power, 
and caſt their Adverſaries *, the Lord Chief Ju- 
ſtice giving Judgment as follows, viz, That the 
aa Dave a dulficient Authority to fine and im- 
5 lis Kb 15 OR 5 . priſon, 

"s. Bee Dr. Goodal?s Hiſtory of the Royal Colege of Phyſi- 


cians, 40. printed 1684; which is a Book of * Uſe to 
all | of the Faculty. 


[+] 
v riſon, and that he himſelf o could not bail or deli- 


wer their Priſoner; = 
| That no Licenſe, Alder Archbiſhop or Bi- 


s, or of any -6they Perſonage whatſoever, is 
E in Law, 10 can juſtify the "Perſon practiſing, 
who has not the College Seal; and therefore ( fo 


little Pretence have the © Sant and Leyden Phyſici- 


ans to this Privilege) that no Graduate, even of 
our own Univerſity, (however learned a Phyſici- 
an or Doctor) may practiſe in London, or within 
feren Miles, unleſs he is firſt examined by the 
College, and has obtained their Permiffion.” 

An Oxford Graduate formerly try'd this Point, 
as his Licenſe from that Univerſity runs thus : 
© Liberam' tibi Tenore preſentium concedimus poteſta- 
zem & facultatem pratticandt in Medicins & ea om- 
nia faciendi que ad Medicinam ſpeltant.— Facul- 
talem ubi vis per anvenſum Angll * in Per- 
petuum duramram. 

By which 1 it ĩs very evident he has the Ly of 
practiſing in any Part of England. —— However, 
the Gentleman was caſt by the College, as the Uni- 
verſity Statute was ſuperſeded by the Charter grant- 
ed to the College. But ſuch Perſons as are deſirous 
to ſee a particular Account of thoſe who have ſtood 
Trial with the College, I refer to Goodalls Hiſto- 

ry of the College, which no Phyſician ought to 
be without. | 0 

Tis Girpritng, that of late Years there 
thould be ſo little Enquiry made into the Qualifi- 
cations of Practitioners, when it is the bounden 
Duty of every Member of the College to do it, 
being ſworn to make Preſentation of all illegal (ſuch 
_ are the Scotch and Leyden Phyſicians without Li- 

cenſes) and dangerous (ſuch are all Quacks and 
Jpecific Dealers) Practitioner. But through a 
Yong Forbearance theſe Gentlemen begin to Fe 


[3] 


they have as much Right to practiſe ' as yourſelves, 
_ defying as it were your Statutes, and the Laws of 
the Land; nor can you ever want Evidence of 
Conviction, whenever it ſhall pleaſe your honour- 
able Board to ſet about a Medicinal Reformation; 
which that you would be pleaſed to do, is (as T 
have informed myſelf,” for I am not one of the Fa- 
culty) the general Deſire of all the regular Pra- 
ctitioners, that the Profeſſion may not de farther 
intruded into, and ſcandalizet. | 

Jam very ſenſible of the Clamours that would 
be made (if your Laws were put in Execution) 
by ſome inconſiderate People, who would call it an 
Infringement on their Liberty; and that they 
would employ any Quack whom they thought 
proper in deſpite of you But ſurely for People of 
Senſe 'tis not very uſual to chuſe an Attorney to 
make their Cloaths, a Taylor their Will, or a 
Shoemaker for their ſpiritual Guide; and how it 
happens that all 'three are imruſted Wich your 
Bodies, is hard to account for. 

Perhaps 't will be replied, that Ger of them 
are Maſters of ſome valuable Receipt which has 
been ſound to do much good in ſome particulat 
Caſes.— This is a common and I believe too often 
a fatal Error, for it appears to me that the moſt 
uſeful and noble Remedy in the Hands of the Un- 
learned is always found to be moſt dangerous, 


and that none but the Phyſician can judge rightly 


in what Caſes and at et Times of the Diſeaſe 
the ſame can be adminiſter*d | with + Safety or 
Advantage. „ 

As ſor thoſe; who in ſpight- of all Reaſon and 
Demonſtration entertain an Opinion that the Art 
itſelf is a Cheat, and its Profeſſors Men of il Defigns, 
I leave them to ſuffer under the Miſtake, and to 
| ſmart by ſome unlicraſad Praffticionoes Ul — 
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14 1 
ment, till they have purchaſed Experience 


enough to convince them of their Error. 
Ti not the Intereſt of the Phyſicians, it may 


o be ſaid, to ſuppreſs theſe Things, and therefore 


© they have not done it.“ I am very ſenſible their 

Buſineſs is promoted rather than leſſened by the To- 
leration of * Empiricks | yet I am ſatisfied their 
Credit and Reputation 1s much impaired thereby ; 
the common People ſeldom applying to the regular 
Phyſician till the Caſe. becomes deſperate, and the 
Patient has been harraſs'd to death by the improper 
Drenches given them by theſe ignorant ſelf-ſufficient 


pretending Gentry; by which means 'the poor 
Patient is more frequently wore out than by the 


Diſeaſe itſelf. - Affairs being reduced to this Ex- 


tremity, a regular Practitioner is applied to in the 


greateſt Hurry, and notwithſtanding the Lateneſs 
of the Application they expect Miracles ſhould 
be wrought for them; though the Phyſician's 
Preſence anſwers no other Purpoſe, but -that it 
ſubjects him to be a Spectator of the deplorable 
and irretrievable Condition of the Patient, and 
makes him a melancholy Witneſs of the Murders 
daily committed by Empiricks, I don't take 
upon me to ſay, that all are thus impoſed on or 
miſguided, but I can ſay upon a full Aſſurance of 


the Truth, that many hundred of Lives are yearly 


loſt by the too late calling in of a regular Phyſician, 
and ſome by the too early diſmiſſing his Attendance 


before the Danger was over. Nor is it leſs true, 


(however it may appear more range) that we 
ind 


* Every Man is an Empirick, who by a pitiful Stock of 
Knowledge amuſes and preys upon ſome ignorant People ; 
and being fully conſcious of his own Inſufficiency to paſs 
muſter, * qualifying himſelf according to the Rules of 
that Body of Men who are judges of his Abilities; and en- 
deavours to ſcreen himſelf by ſome B or Ab 


Lieenſę from their Reſentments. 
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find many People in * gens Diſtempers 
trying the utmoſt of a Quack's Skill for more 
Months than they will be governed Weeks by the 
Judgment of the | moſt learned Phyſician's and in 
acute or ſhorter Sickneſſes the! Caſe is ſtill worſe, 
for here the Miſmanagement of the firſt Day or 
two is mu irretrievable, (eſpecially in the 
5 and Fevers) and the Overſight and 
uſbandry of | ſaving a Fee or trying firſt 
of Flt ſome improper Directions, has Coſt many 
a poor Miſer (what next to his N of the 
deareſt Value to him) I mean his Life. 
had obſerved in the preceding Pages that a 
Doctor of Phyſick in the Univerſity of Oxford bad 
been prevented by the College of Phyſicians from 
practiſing without their Permiſſion, and that his 
Degree was not allowed a ſufficient Qualification 
at London; though it is deemed ſo in every other 
Part of England. It may not be improper there- 
fore to give ſome ee of the Nature of theſe 
Degrees 
In the Univerſiry of Oxford i it denn wo Perſon 
can be admitted to the Honour of a Doctor's De- 
gree. in Phyſick, till he has been a Member of 
that Society for fourteen Years, and comply'd with 
all the Exerciſes, c. which their Statutes require 
of him; an Extract of which may perhaps be 
very acceptable to thoſe who are Strangers to their 
Method of Proceedings. The ere Degrees 
to be taken are, 


A Batchelor of Arts at x n. 
A Maſter of Arts at 3 Tears. 
A Batchelor of Phyſick at 3 Years more. 


A Doctor of e at 4 Tears. 


In all 14 Yon: Fe 1 ih 
The 


$ 
{ 
4 
1 
4 
i 
4! | 
'$ 
. 
þ 


"6s © 

The [Exerciſe requir d for the Degree: of a 
Baichelor of Arts is as follows: 

He is obliged once to defend 3 Queſtions uf 


Logick for two Hours, and anſwer all the Argu- 


ments raisd againſt them; he is once likewiſe 
obliged to oppoſe or make Objections to 3 Que- 

ſtions in like manner. He muſt beſides twice de- 
fend 3 Queſtions in Logick, Grammar, Rheto- 
rick, or Moral Philoſophy for an Hour and half 
each Time. Moreover, he muſt undergo an Ex- 


amination by three Maſters of Arts in all thoſe 
Sciences of the publick Lectures of which he is a 


proper Auditor; which are, Grammar, Rhetorick, 

Logick, Moral Philoſophy, and Geometry He 
is likewiſe examined in any Greet or Latin Claſ- 
ſicks which the Maſters chi Theſe Examina- 
tions, and all kinds of Exerciſes required for any 


Degree are performed in Latin, and in the publick 


Schools. If upon Examination (which may laſt 
for two Hours, or more, if the Maſters think 
proper, or are not fatisfied as to the Abilities of 
the Perſon examined) he is judged a fit Perſon for 
the Degree of Batchelor of Arts, the Maſters ſign 
2 Certificate, whereby they teſtify, that they have 


15 examined ſuch a Candidate in thoſe Sciences the 


Statutes dire, and think him well qualified for 
ſuch and ſuch a Degree; and leſt any unworthy 
Perſon: ſhould gain ſuch a Certificate through 


Conni vance, the Maſters take an Oath before one 
of the Proctors, that they will examine the Can- 


didates in the Sciences requir' d by the Statutes; 
and that, neither through Entreaty, Reward, 
Hatred, Friendſhip, Fear or Hope they will fign 
the Certificate of an ee Perſon, or refuſe it 
to a worthy one. 
The Exerciſe for a Maſter of Arts is 2 ; In 
the Lent after he has taken his Batchelor's 
e 


1 
he muſt twice defend three Queſtions in Logick, or 
Moral Philoſophy, for three or four Hours, which 
is requir'd to render his Degree of Batchelor com- 

leat ; afterwards he muſt defend three Queſtions in 
Natural Philoſophy. for two Hours, or make Ob- 
jections to three, under the Inſpection of one of 
the Proctors. He muſt once defend three; other 
Queſtions likewiſe of any kind, and anſwer the 
Objections of ſome Maſter of Arts. He is like- 
wile at the ſame Time and Place obliged to an- 
ſwer any Objections made to thoſe Queſtions, or 
to any other Queſtions which any other Maſter of 
Arts chuſes to diſpute with him upon. He muſt 
make two publick Declamations, and repeat them 
by heart in the Preſence of one of the Proctors, 
ſwearing that he has had no Aſſiſtance in the Com- 
poſition of them, either from Friends or Books. 
He muſt read ſix Lectures, three in Natural three 
in Moral Philoſophy, of his own compoſing in 
Latin, each of which muſt take up the greater 
Part of an Hour in the reading.—He muſt be exa- 
mined by three Maſters of Arts, (as Candidates 
for a Batchelor's Degree) in the Sciences of which 
the Statutes require him to be an Auditor; which 
are, Geometry, Metaphyſicks, Natural Philoſo- 
' phy, Opticks, Hiſtory, Geography, Chronology, 
and in the Latin, Greek, and * Hebrew Languages; 
during the Performance of any of theſe: Exerciſes 
the Proctors may, and in. ſeveral are obliged to 
attend ; if they judge the Candidates to be deficient 
in any reſpect, it is in their Power to make them 
undergo ſuch Exerciſes again, till dn Nene 
ance is Judged. well ne; n be ; 


PSs. The Hebrew. an SL is not . inüſted on, as of 
| * Years 255 learn it, except so. PARTICULAR Stu- 
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Before a Maſter of Arts can take the Degree of 
- Batchelor in Phyjick, he muſt. once defend two 
Queſtions in Phyſick for two Hours, and once 
oppoſe. two in like manner, under the Inſpection 


of the Regius Profeffor of Phyſick. . He muſt 
likewiſe go through a Courſe of Anatomy, &c. 
But though a Perſon has perform'd all this Ex- 
erciſe and taken theſe three Degrees, yet (fo cau- 
tious is- the Univerſity of Oxford, that no one 
ſhould Practice Phyfick but who is ſufficiently 
qualified) he muſt firſt obtain a ſpecial Licenſe 
from the Univerſity for Liberty to practiſe, before 
he is empowered to do it; neither is ſuch Licenſe 
granted, till three, or at leaſt two Doctors in 
Phyſick, of which the Profeſſor of Phyſick is to 
be one, have certified under their Hands, that 
they judge him a-Perſon qualified to practiſe. 

To become a Candidate for the Degree of Doctor 
in Phy/ick, after a Perſon has taken a Batchelor's De- 
gree, he muſt explain publickly in the Phyſick School 
a whole of Galen, De uſu partium, vel de tempe- 

 ramentis, in ſix curſory (i. e. extempore), or at leaſt 
three formal (i. e. written) Lectures, each of which 
he muſt be an Hour in reading. That theſe Exer- 
eiſes for each reſpective Degree have been perform'd 
dy each Candidate, each Perſon at taking any Degree 
makes Oath to the Proctor before his Admiſſion. 
Beſides the Performance of all this Exerciſe, the 
Candidates for each Degree muſt have ſuch Degree 
allow'd both in his own College and by the Con- 
gregation of the Regent Maſters of the Univerſity, 
each Perſon of which Congregation has a Power 
to deny it. And if his Degree is allow'd by the 
Congregation, before any Candidate is admitted 
to a Batchelor of Arts or Maſter's Degree, nine 
Batchelors or Maſters {according to the Degree he 
takes) muſt depoſe upon Oath, that they know 


the 


— 


LJ 


and Morals for the Degree to which he is admitted. 


Three Batchelors or Doctors in Phyſick are requir d 


to depoſe the ſame for a Candidate for thoſe Degrees. 
So much Care is taken by the Statutes of the 


Univerſity of Oxford, that no Perſon ſhould pra - 


ctiſe Phyſick, but who has undergone! the ſevere 
Scrutiny, and been thoroughly approved of. Yet 
it muſt be confeſſed, that ſome: Perſons: not ſo 
qualified as the Generality of the Univerſity 

with, have rub 4 — the Exerciſe! they can+ 
not be conceived ever to have duly performed, and 
have gained Degrees they ought x nat to be Mw 
hed with. ' 01 + (kt BE" 

oh Pudat hoy oppeebvig aki l 

Et dic Potuiſſe non potuiſſe refelli? 


2 muſt be owned, ſome unworthy Perſons 15 
commenced Doctors; ; but yet this may. happen 
without derogating from the Goodneſs of the 


Rules, or condemning the 155 eneral Method of 
0 


Education in the Univerſity :, for Perſons conſci- 
ous of their own Inabilities will chuſe Times to do 
their Exerciſe, when they will probably be leaft 


obſerv*d, or ſuch Days as they know. the Prodtors . 


can't vili them 0 00 the erformance. . We 


1 


Fa wan = Lips the re a 9 5 
full of Perſons Ee e Lent Exerciſe 
times ignorant Fellows will go up to read Le Lectures 


and to diſpute, 1 * up 1 4 Corner z and if a 


Proctor comes, they wil retend to be Spectators 
only of the Exerciſe of © th 

own to another Opportunity. Others will have 
ie. Acquainrance planted in proper laces to ap- 


3 | prize 


' the Candidate to be a fit Perſon both in Knowledge 


z at ſuch 


thers, and put off their 
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prize them of the Approach of a Proctor, and fo 
they come down and do their Exerciſe at another 


time, free from ſuch impertinent Viſitots. By ſuch 


indirect Means lazy, idle Wretches may get a De- 
gree 3 but the indirect Means they uſe rather 
ſhews the Excellence of the Univerſity Rules in 
general than any Defect, ſince ignorant or idle 
Perſons muſt thus watch Time, Place, and Op- 
portunity, to paſs over that Exerciſe they would 
not be able to perform. But take the Affair in 
the worſt Light; does it not ſtand to Reaſon, that 
a Perſon who is ſubject to ſuch excellent Rules, 
( tho* through Art, Tricks, or Perjury, he 
may evade them) is more likely to be regularly 
educated in, and properly qualified for the Pra- 
ctice of Phyſick, than Empiricks and Licentiates 
who have done no Exerciſe, reſided in no Place of 
regular Education, or had a Degree ſent chem 

from a Univerſity they never ſaw? 

For beſides theſe Exerciſes performed in the 
Univerſity of Oxford, a. proper, Reſidence there is 
required before a Perſon can. get a Degree. For 
a Batchelor of Arts Degree, a Perſon muſt keep 
ſixteen Terms (of which there are four in a.Year), 
for a Maſter's twelve. Tis true, ſome Terms are 
diſpens'd with, namely, four for a Batchelor, ſix 


for a Maſter ; but even theſe are eſteemed large 


Diſpenſations, and there muſt be an extraordinary 
Reaſon given to prevail for the N of a 
larger Number. | 
In the Univerſity of Cambrid ge, a Doctor's De- | 
gree is often order d by the King s Mandate; tho? 


ſuch Mandate Doctors are not much eſteemed, 


even by the Cantabrigians themſelves : But in Ox- 


ford no ſuch Mandate was ever receiv'd, tho' it has 


formerly been ſent by the Royal Authority, and to 
their great Honour rejected by the Oxonians. And 
indeed 


8s] 


indeed he Troulte of taking a Doctor's Degree, 
according to Cambridge Statutes, is conſiderably leſ- 
ſen'd, as their Members are not obliged to proceed in 
Arts. But when a Gentleman has been a Mem- 
ber of that Society for ſix Years, and has diſputed 
in the publick Schools upon ſome Medicinal Que- 
ſtion, one as Opponent, and one as Reſpondent, 
he is admitted a Batchelor of Phyſick ; and five 
Years afterwards, having gone through the uſual 
Forms of Diſputations, 1s admitted to the Degree 
of Doctor, three Years ſooner than he could have 
done at Oxford; for which Reaſon probably at 
Cambridge a Batchelor of Phyſick never has a Li- 
cenſe to practiſe granted him by the Univerſity. 
And here pleaſe to obſerve, that an Oxford 
Batchelor of Phyſick muſt be ten Years ſtanding, 
(i. e. within a Year of a Cambridge Doctor) and 
has taken three Degrees in that Time with no ſmall 
Labour and Expence. He therefore has a Licenſe 
granted him by the Univerſity, which puts him 
on an Equality with any Doctor of Phyſick, and 
is always treated as ſuch, except in his being ad- 
mitted a Fellow of the College of Phyſicians in 
London, That Privilege is indeed reſerved for 
thoſe only of our own Univerſities, who have taken 


the Degree of Doctor. 


But here it may be objected by the Diſſenters, 
that none of their Body can be Fellows of the Col- 
lege, becauſe they can't in Conſcience take the 

Oaths required at the Univerſities of Oxford and 
Cambridge by every Graduate, in relation to the 
39 Articles of the eftabliſh*'d Church. 

To which I anſwer, —Their Clergy cannot en- 
joy our Eccleſiaſtical Preferments for the fame 
Reaſon, yet they may preach : ſo likewiſe in re- 
gard to Fellowſhips of the College ; *tis true, 
they can't have hat Honour, but if they think 


Proper to be regularly examined by. the Fellows, 
their 
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their Names will be printed as Licentiates, and 


they will be treated as regular Phyſicians ; —— 


which is really a very great Indulgence, if we con- 
ſider the Difference of the Degrees in & d, and 
in all foreign Parts, between thoſe in England. 
Tis well known, that any Perſon for 20 l. may 
procure a S--b Degree, even without ſeeing their Uni- 


verſities; and may receive the uſual Diploma, on 


ſending a requiſite * Certificate ;—which *cis no dif- 
ficult matter for he moſt inexperienced to procure, 
And at Rheims, and ſeveral other foreign Univerſi- 


ties a Degree may be purchaſed at ſo low a Rate 


as four Guineas. 
Is it not ſhocking to think, that the Art of Phy- 
fick ſhould be liable to ſo many Proftitutions ? and 
that the Lives of his Majeſty's Subjects, Lives by 
which whole Families are ſupported, frequently de- 
pendent on the Stroke of a Pen, ſhould be permitted 
to be deſtroyed by the glaring Neglect of thoſe who 
ARE EMPOWER'D (and therefore ought) to reſtrain 


ſuch Proceedings. 


But let us ſuppoſe theſe $----h or L-yd-n Degrees 


(for there is no very conſiderable Difference be- 


tween them, ſince a L- yd n Degree, if you are on 
the Spot, is eaſily and ſoon procur'd) had ever ſo 
much real Merit in themſelves, what Pretenſions 
have the Poſſeſſors of them, by vertue of ſuch Degrees, 
to practiſe in Exglaud? — Why, truly, they have 
no more Righr than an Oxford or Cambridge Do- 
3 LE Etor | 
I remember to have met with a Doctor (formerly an Apo- 
theeary) who treated his own Degree very ludicrouſly, i. e. in 
a publick Converſation on this Topick, he declared, that three 
Members of a certain Univerſity gave him a jovial Meeting at 


a- Tavern (he diſcharging the Reckoning) and after a few bur- 
leſque Queſtions in the oft ſecret Parts of Anatomy, ſigned a 


Certificate that he was a Man eery way qualified for the Pra- 
tice of Phyſick—and thought *twou'd be an Honour to their 


Nation to have him dubb'd a Doctor provided he could ſpare 


the Sum of 20/. This ential Point being punctually comply'd 


with, he received the uſual Diploma by the firſt Conveyance. 


| 15 
ctor has to practiſe in Holland or in Scotland. Is a 
Freeman of Edinburgh or Glaſgow a Freeman of 
Saliſbury or York? —lIs a Citizen of Leyden or Am- 
ſterdam a Citizen of London or Briſtol ? No, ſurely, 
they are not; nor can they ſettle in any Buſineſs 
at thoſe Places without paying the uſual Fines, 
and performing ſuch other things as the Charters 
of thoſe Places require of them : why then are the 
Bounds of Phyſick to be thus tranſgreſs d, not only 
to the Detriment of the regular Graduate, but, I 
fear, too often to the Prejudice of our Fellow- 
Creatures; as it cannot be ſuppoſed the ſuperficial 
Education of ſuch People (though there are ſome 
eminent Men amongft them) is adequate to the 
important and neceffary Labours of a ſkilful 
Phyſician? | 
 *Tis owing to this Inundation of Foreigners, 
that the Science of Phyſick itſelf is brought into 
ſo much diſrepute; for moſt of theſe People are 
Men of very narrow Fortune, who have been 
obliged to take up with this obſcure Method of 
Education: Nor will the falſe and artificial Cla- 
mour of having formerly /zen BOERHAAVE (who 
could not infuſe his Knowledge into the Minds of 
ſuperficial, and too often idle Pupils) ſubvert the 
Truth of what I aſſert, in ſaying, an obſcure Edu- 
cation. Beſides, when BoERHAAVE was alive ſe- 
veral Oxford and Cambridge Students, with all the 
preparatory Advantages of Education, placed 
themſelves under his Tuition; and I leave the 
Public to judge, what Perſons made the beft Im- 
provement from his Lectures, and conſequently 
are moſt capable of being uſeful in the Profeſſion. 
The Laws of Holland, *tis plain, can have no 
Influence, no Right to licenſe a Phyſician to pra- 
ctiſe Phyſick in England; and the little Regard 
* — to be paid here to the S—þ Degrees 18 
very 
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very evident; nor can the little Time and Abilities 
required to be Maſter of a FoR EICON Degree, 
eſcape the notice of that Part of Mankind who 
allow themſelves the liberty of free Enquiry, and 
who do not care to take up with Shews for 
Realities. 

But there is another Hardſhip on the fair Pra- 
ctitioner, which loudly demands the Attention of 
the B——ps; I mean, their licenſing various Per- 
ſons in their reſpective Dioceſes. The Origin of 
that Cuſtom might probably be in the Days of 


Popery, of which 'tis a Relict, and the B----p 
might then be a proper Perſon to Licenſe, when 


the Practitioners both in Phyſick and Midwifery 
were chiefly Monks. But as that Scene 1s 
happily ſhifted, it ought ſurely to be with the 
utmoſt Caution that the R-ght R-v-r-nd Cl-rgy 
ſhould appoint Practitioners in Phyſick. It 
would be too hard an Expreſſion to Ja fall, or 


even to ſurmiſe, that ſo many noble Perſonages 


ſhould grant Licenſes to deſtroy Mankind; yet 
it is, (though not intentionally their L--dſh--ps 
Aim) certain however that ſuch Miſchiets have 
ariſen from it, and Proof is not wanting that theſe 
Privileges have been ſometimes the Occaſion of 
depriving certain Perſons of their Lives, as ſurely 
(it may be not fo ſuddenly) as if the ſame had 


been taken away by a Dagger or a Piſtol, 


This Sort of Licenſe is a Cloak for every Blun- 
derer, who with a metall'd Front and canker'd 
Heart has Iniquity and Reſolution enough to at- 
tempt the Practice of Phyſick ; and if they are at 
any time aſked, by what Authority they thus 
take upon them to meddle with what they are 
utterly ignorant of, they will immediately produce 
their Patents, their L--dſh-ps the B-—s Licenſes 
for ſo doing. 

I hope 


= 2 | 
I hope their L--dſh-ps will take this ſhocking 
Abuſe of their Indulgence into their moſt ſerious 
Conſideration, (what indeed can be of equal Im- 
portance ?) and either refuſe abſolutely to Licenſe 
AN Y- or if they do, to be preſent (as the Law © 
enjoins) at the Examination of the Petitioners, 
by four regular Phyſicians or Surgeons ;—-whereas, 
the Cuſtom generally is to receive a Certificate, often 
ſigned by four as irregular and worthleſs Practitio- 
ners as the Candidates themſelves. Burt all theſe 
Fellows are called Doctors, and fee*d as ſuch ; and 
the Commonalty know no diſtinction, though they 
ſo ſeverely feel the pernicious, nay, the irretrievable 
Effects of heir Effrontery and their own Folly. 
How far the College may think proper to in- 
terfere, I know not; their Power extends all over 
England, and *twould be happy for our Country 
if they would exert it: — and I was of late 
_ mightily pleas'd to ſee a Paragraph in a publick 
Paper aſſuring us they had ſuch a Deſign ; which 
I am afraid the News-writer had too little Foun- 
dation for inſerting.— But one Method I think 
might be taken to reſtore the declining Profeſſion 
of Phyſick, and it would in a great meaſure diſ- 
courage all theſe irregular Practitioners ; whether 
L-yd-n, S—h, or B—ps Licentiates: I mean, 
that all regular Phyſicians ſhould peremptorily re- 


fuſe to conſult with ſuch People, —That there 


ſhould be a publick Lift of all the Doctors in 
Phyſick, both of Oxford and Cambridge, with 
their Place of Abode, printed annually, and ſent 
to the Magiſtrates of every great Town; Thar 
none but Students of our own Univerſities ſhould 
be received as Pupils at any Hoſpital in England) 
unleſs the Pupil was a Diſſenter, or promis'd 
under ſome Penalty ( ſubſtantial Perſons being 

D | bound) 
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bound) to ſtand his Examination before the Col- 
lege, at the Expiration of ſuch a Time. 
And that the Credit of Phyſick in the Univerſi- 
ty might be ſtill farther reſtored, I would adviſe 
every regular Phyſician, who is an Author, to 

ftyle himſelf M. D. Oxon. or M. D. Cantab. * 
and then we ſhould not have the Publick impos'd 
on by every paltry hunger-bitten Scribbler with an 
M. D. tagg'd to the End of his Name.—If a Diſ- 
ſenter publiſhes, let him fign Licentiate of the 
College of Phyſicians, which would be a diſtin- 
guiſh'd Mark of Credit to himſelf, and at the 
fame time contribute to the main End of diſcoun- 
tenancing your M. D. Trickſters, and render thoſe 
two Letters ineffectual to the carrying on any 

longer the low Cunning of ſuch Impoſtors. 
It is very remarkable, that the moſt profitable 
Stations in Phyſick (as, for Inſtance, the Care of ſe- 
vyeral of the H-ſp---Is in H--d--s, during the Stay 
of our A—y there, at the Salary of 4 or 500 J. per 
Ann. beſides all other Perquiſites ) are given to 
Perſons, who by the Laws of our Land are daily 
liable to be puniſhed for practiſing. How far theſe 
Gentlemen are capable of diſcharging the Truſt 
repoſed in them, I will not take upon me to ſay: 
— But I hope I may venture to affirm, that theſe 
Poſts would be at leaſt equally as well filPd by 
Gentlemen from our own Univerſities ; but, to 
their great Diſcouragement, no Tenders are made 

to them. 5 

Thoſe who are Gentlemen by Birth and 
Education, are perhaps incapable of the 
ſervile Methods and inſinuating Artifices made 
uſe of daily by the FOREIGN Gentry, 
whoſe Neceſſities to gain Preferments may be 
great, and whoſe Compliances (probably the * 
2 | | ult 


This Precedent was {et by Dr. Fuller in his Pharma- 
eopcia, who has there ſtiled himſelf, M. D. CanTas. 
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| flo low Education) no Man of any Spirit 
can, or ever will condeſcend tb ſubmit 10 Not 
to mention that one Condition perhaps of their ob- 
taining theſe Places is, that Half their Salary be 
aid to their Patron's Friends, whom he has pro- 
mis'd to provide for (i. e.) according to the cant 
Phraſe, they are well ſaddled and will carry double. 
But perhaps I have gone too far, and _ 
rous'd a Neſt of Hornets.—With all my Heart, I 
fear not their - buzzing, and I am fare they can- 
not ſting me.—Yet, however, leſt any thing I 
have faid ſhould be miſinterpreted, I deſire theſe 
foreign Gentlemen to have a particular Regard to 
my true Meaning; which is not to oppreſs or 
zrſecute them, but to oblige them to convince 
the Publick of their real Abilities, by ſtanding 
the Teſt of an Examination, and of being properly 
entered in the annually printed Liſt of the College 
of Phyſicians: to which may be added a Sup- 
plement of all extra-Licentiates z (I. e.) of ſuch 
Perſons who practiſe in Places more than 7 | Miles 
diſtant from London. | 
This is no unreaſonable Call,—and o r 
from an Impoſition, that it is an Inſtance of the 
moſt remarkable Lenity of our Government, 
which permits even theſe Aliens to be put almoſt 
on the ſame Footing with the Members of our 
own Univerſities z notwithſtanding the notorious 
Difference between their Degrees, Education, &c; 
And here perhaps it may not be altogether fo- 
reign to the matter in hand, if I take notice of 
the Attempts lately made by the Surgeons, who 
have likewiſe aſſumed the Province of the Phyfi- 
cian, and with a negligent Felicity call for Pen, 
Ink, and Paper, on every Occaſion; as if they 
were the moſt able Men of Europe, and equally 


killed in the r of Medicines, as they 
; D 2 | pretend 
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pretend to be in the Nature of Wounds, Sc. 
The Apothecary likewiſe commences Doctor; 
and why not he as well as the reſt of the Tribe? 
for as Mr. Pope obſerves : | 


So modern * Pothecaries cet the Art, 
By Doctors Bills to play the Doctors Part; 
Bold in the Practice of miſtaken Rules, 

1 apply, and call their Maſters Fools. 


Pop E's Eſſay on Criticiſm. 


Tr may be obj ected, that the Apothecaries are 
obliged to 2 and that every one cannot 
afford to be at the Expence of the Phyſician ;— 
and that though in other Parts of Europe the Apo- 
thecaries are not permitted to direct Medicines, 
and though their only Buſineſs is to make them up 
according to Directions; yet there the Phyſicians 
attend the Poor for very low Fees. I grant 
this; the Apothecaries are obliged to direct 
here, as the preſent State of Phyſick is; but 
I blame them for attempting to carry on ſuch 
Caſes as it is impoſſible in the nature of things 
they ſhould underſtand. And as to the 
low Fees of the foreign Phyſicians, believe 
moſt of our own would be glad to have things 
put on the ſame footing, viz. That all Patients who | 
are able ſhould come to their Houſes exactly at ſuch 
an Hour; and tho? the Fee of each Individual be 
{mall, the Sum total is very conſiderable ; fince 
no Apothecary dares to diſperſe any Medicine 
without a written Order from the Phyſician :— 
And this I apprehend is for the mutual Benefit of 
Phyſician, Apothecary, and Patient. | 

We may conclude then from theſe Premiſes, 
that the Practice of Phyſick is now at à very low 
path ; and the Diſcouragement Siven to ag on . 

uates 
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duates of both our Univerſities (partly thro? their own 
Connivance, and that of the College of London) 
muſt in a few Years be totally irodtive of 
all Improvement, in this truly uſeful Branch of 
Science :—And that nothing can revive 1ts ancient 
Credit, but by putting the Laws in Execution 
with the utmoſt Rigour ; by giving all imaginable 
Encouragement 'to our own Members, and. by 
refuling all publick - Offices to thoſe, ho are / not 
regular Practitioners 3,,and. by; nat. ſuffering any 
but Graduates of Ox/ ford. and ack Moſer .to be 
elected Phyſicians 1875 our Pub 15 ; 
Inſtance of which has neon be Low in” tw = 
land till within theſe few Lea Nay, — 
only irregular Phyſicians have hen elected, but, 
as I am yery credibly inform d, a Romani: Catho- 
lick is actually appointed. by the) Gvernors, one 
of the Phyſicians, to a; certain publick Infirmary i in 
the Country lately eſtabliſhed. 

Theſe, Gentlemen, are plain Matters of Fact; 
—it reſts upon you to rectify them, and to exert 
yourſelves to the utmoſt in doing it ſpeedily and 
effefually.—As for myſelf, I am not a Party 
concerned, nor any farther ſollicitous about the 
Matter, than as an Affair of this Importance to 
the Nation, and to the Health of my Fellow- 
Subjects requires. I have now Gentlemen done 
my Duty, by thus openly reminding you, and 

duly apprizing the Publick of theſe flagrant Abu- 

ſes. Nor ſhall I give myſelf any farther Trouble 
about the Event; being determined to engage in 
no Controverſy on this Occaſion, or ever to 
write again upon this Subject. 


T am, GENTLEMEN, 


With great Reſpect, 
Tour very humble Servant, 


A. 2Z. 


N B. The Author i is not conſcious to himſelf 
of having miſrepreſented a ſingle Fact; and 
as he has taken all imaginable Care in pro- 
- curing ſuch Informations as may ſafely be 
depended on, he takes this 8 of 
thus publickly entreating every one (eſpe- 
cially thoſe who are particularly concern d) 
diligently to canvaſs all his Aſſertions before 
185 undertake to cenſure him. 
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R. Richard ＋ yſon, W 12 
His Grace Charles Duke of Richmond, . 
His Grace John Duke of Montague. | 
Sir Hans Sloane, Bart. Med. Reg. Cholſee 

Dr. Tancred xl ROS Nor folk-. Street. 


Dr. Gideon 
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Dr. Gideon Harv ray: Ele&. Med. Reg. ad Turrim, 
+ 


Petty- France minſter. 
Dr. T —.— Throgmorton-Street. "I | 
Dr. John Gardiner, Elect. Furnival s- Inn- Court, 
Holborn. 
Dr. Richard Mead, Ele&. M ed. Reg. Ormond- 
Street. | 


Dr. William . Lie of Wight. | | 
Sir Edward Hulſe, Baronet, Eulect. Med. the 


Golden. Square. 
Dr. James Jurin, Elect. Lincoln-Inn- Fields. 
Dr. Pierce Dodd, Red-Lion-Square. 
Dr. William Stukely, Stamford, Lincolnſhire. 


2 William Waſey , Elect. Gerrard- Street St, 


Ann's, 
Dr. Noel Broxholme, * Middleſes. 
Dr. Ralph Bourchier, Ormond- Street. 


Dr. William Browne, Ang*s-Lyn, Norfolk. 
Dr. Edward Wilmot, Med. Reg. Fermyn- Street. 
Dr. John Bamber, Mincing-Lane. 

Dr. Cromwell En, Devonſtire-Street, Red. 


Lion-Square. . - 
Dr. John Coningham, Bartlet" Buildings. 
Dr. Robert Neſbit, K:ng-Street, Cheapfide. 


Dr. Richard Watts, C opt- Hall. Co ourt, 7, hrogmorton- 


Street. 
Dr. James Monro, Buſb-Lane.. 


Dr. William Woodford, Reg. Prof. Med. Oxon. 


Bath. 
Dr. John Oldfield, Aa- Lang, 5 


ee 


Dr. John Newington, "Greenwich. 


Dr. Matthew Lee, N. Arms. 2 ard, Coleman 


—_—_— 
Dr. Frank Nicholls, Cenſor, Lincs inn. Ball. 
Dr. Pelham Johnſton. g 
Dr. Abraham Hall, Charter- Houſe- Square, 
Dr, Manhew Clarke, * incing- Lane. 
Dr. Robert 
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Dr. Robert Hopwood, Manchęer. 

Dr. Benjamin Hoadly, Med. Reg. ad Familiam, 
St. Fames Street. 

Dr. Thomas Reeve, Throgmorton-Sireet.. 

Dr. Ambroſe Dawſon, Cenſor, Bond- Street. 

Dr. Samuel Horſman, Treaſurer, Hatton- Garden, 

Dr. Joſeph Letherland, Aldermanbury. > 

Dr. Charles Cotes, Charles - Sireet, St. James 
Square. 

Dr. William Bedford, Regiſter, Bread-Sireet- Hill, 

Pr. William Battie, Great- Ruſſel-Sireet, Blooms- 

Bury. 

Dr. Ruſſel F Plumptree, Reg. Prof. Med. Cantab. 

Dr. James Hawley, Great-Ruſſel-Street. 

Dr. Matthew Morley, Lincoln"s-I1nn-Fields, _ 

Dr. Charles Chauncey, Cenſor, Auſtin- Friars. 

Dr. Thomas Adams, Bow-Lane, _ : 

Dr. Thomas Lawrence, Cenſor, Eſſex-Street. 

Dr. Edmund Crynes, Hackney, 

Dr. Charles Feake. | 

Dr. John Barker, Efſex-Street. | 

Dr. William Heberden, Cambridge. 


CANDIDATES. 


N. B. No one can be admitted a Fellow, . Be 
has been a ; Cand idate for twelve Months. 


D* Chriſtopher Packe, Canterbury. 
Dr. James Beauford, Lincolx. 1 * elds. 
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v 264 


LICENTIATES. 


N. B. Diſſenters, or Petfons of foreign Univerſi Ties, 


ſubmitting to the Examination of the College, are, 
if properly qualified, admitted as Licentiates, 
and veſted with all the. Rights and Privileges of 
practiſing Phyſick in London, „or in any other 
Part of, Engl land. 


D* Arnold Bort Beirman, Bur- Street near the 
Tower. ä 

Mr. John Cartledge, Aldermanbury. 

Mr. Thomas Lewis. 

Dr. Charles- Jernegan, Colden- Square. | 

Sir Richard Manningham, Fermyn- Street, St Fame? 2 

Dr. Edward Browne. 


Dr. Meyer Schamberg, Fenchurch- Street. 
D. Muſkay Teale. 


Dr. Jacob à Caſtro Sarmento, Fenchurch- Buildings. 
Dr. Nicholas Robinſon, gg of N icians. 


Dr. Samuel Pye, Mile-Eud. 


Dr. John Eaton, College- Hill. | 
Mr. Francis Douce, Bury- Street. 
Dr. William Clarke, Friday-Street. 

Dr. Peter Shaw, Dover-Sireet. 


Dr. Michael Connel, Burlington- Street. 
Pr. Theophilus Lobb, Bag nio. Court Newgatc- 


Street. 1 I 
Dr. Edward Hody, Hanover- Street by Hanover- 
Square. | 
Dr. John Andree, Auſtin- E TT1Ars. 

Mr. Benjamin Boſanquet, ' Broad-Streer. 

Mr. James Mac-Donald, Boꝛo-Lane. 

Dr. George Pyle, Downing -Street Weſtminſter. 

Dr, John Forhergill, White - Hart - Court Grace- 
church- Street. a 

Dr. Peter Canvane, of the Iſland & Si. Chriſtophers, 

LE 4 Indies, . 

ee 
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See a Book entituled, A Catalogue of all the 
Graduates in the Umverſity of Oxford from the 
Zear 1659. Price 4 5. Proper Supplements are 
' annexed every Seven Years; fo that the regular 


Doctors of Phyſick belonging to that Univerſity, 


tho' they practiſe in different Parts of the Kingdom, 
are very eaſily known. I am uncertain whether 
there be ſuch a Catalogue of the Cambridge Gra- 
duates 3 but ſhould think it highly uſeful, and even 
neceſſary, to have a Lift printed annually, (in the 
ſame manner as at the College of Phyſicians) of 
all the regular Doctors in Phyſick of both Uni- 
verſities, and ſent to the principal Magiſtrates of 
every great Town in England, : 
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